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I am Pearl Johnson,speakingfor the Leagueof WomenVotersof Honolulu. a

TheLeaguehas2 majorareasofconcernwhich mustbe consideredbeforeanymoneyis appron~iatedç~
for therail project: fundingandoutstandingunresolvedissuesrelatingto theprojeccttself. .c~

rn r
Let’s considerfunding. TheCity saysit expectsto receive$1.4 billion from thefedcvalgovern~nt. ~>.

This amounthasbeenvariouslyestimatedby theCity to be aslittle as$600,000to $900,000to —

billion to $1.2 billion. Thereis no certaintythat any federalfundsat all will be forthcoming.Ai~tifthey
arenot, how arewe going to afford thisbig project? Onceyou startit, youarecommitted. Canwestart
withoutthe iron-cladassurancethattherewill be moneyto completeit? Evenmoresowhenthe
administrationinsistsonbuilding it from theoutsidein, guaranteeingNO ridersuntil a sizableportionis
completed.

Second,how muchmoneyhasbeencollectedby theincreasein theGET? Is thatmoneyin thestateor
city coffers?Did themoneytheCity hasalreadyspenton newhires,theDraft EnvironmentalImpact
Statement,publicity, etc.comefrom ourpropertytaxesor from theGET funds? By theway, regardless
of thesource,exactlyhow muchhasalreadybeenspenton this rail project? Wherearethepastand
currentbudgets?Thecitizensareentitledto this informationand,Godknows,the Council is. We need
acompleteandup-to-dateaccountingbeforetheCouncilcanevenconsiderappropriatingmore. Thejob
of theCouncil is to ensurewiseuseof taxpayermoney,notto keepgivingAdministrationmoreblank
checks.

Lastweek,theAdvertiserheadlineon the front pagesaidpropertytaxeswill rise. This without any of
theaddedcostsof rail constructionandmaintenance,which areprojectedto behigherthanfor any city
ofcomparablesize. Maintenancecostshavelargely beenglossedover by theCity, which has
maintainedthatpassengerfareswill be comparableto presentbusfares. But maintainingelevated
stationswith their elevatorsandescalatorswill not be comparableto currentbusmaintenancecosts.

Now to thematterof theunresolvedissuesrelatingto theprojectitself Major issuesidentifiedandthe
sourceof mostDEIS commentsincludeelevatedrail vs. streetlevel, steelon steelsystemvs. lighter
cheaperalternatives,andquestionsabouttherouteincludingevictingtheresidentsof theBananaPatch
to build aparkinglot.

Thevisualblight ofelevatedrail is amajorissueraisedby AmericanInstituteof Architectureamong
manyothers,including theLeagueof WomenVoters. Our majorindustryoftourism shouldalsobe
concerned.WhathasHawaii to offer that is greaterthanbeauty?

Lighter cheaperalternativesincludean improvedbussystem,which wasgivenshortshrift in thetotally
inadequateAlternativesAnalysis. Evicting generationsof residentsfor aparkinglot, asis proposedfor
theBananaPatch,hardlyappearsto be goodplanning.

TheLeaguehascalledfor a SupplementalEnvironmentalImpact Statementto addressthemany
questionsleft unansweredby theDEIS. Appropriatingourtax money,no matterwhat thesource,seems
entirelyprematureat this time.
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